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Session Objectives

The purpose of this session Is to enable the
participants to

1. Understand the role of the Statement of Purpose (SoP) in the
graduate school application portfolio.

2. Learn basic rules for writing an effective Statement of Purpose

3. Learn what the appropriate content is for an effective Statemel
Purpose.




=Vl The Application Portfolio

A A typical application portfolio for graduate sch
Includes

I Official Transcripts
I Letters of Reference
I Graduate Record Exam (GRE) Scores

| Statement of Purpose




Statement of Purpose

A What is a Statement of Purpose and what
opportunitie®es this present when applying to
graduate school?

1 YOU are unique!
I 1Itis a story all YOUR own.

I Why YOU are interested in research and
graduate education.

1 YOUR Interest in a specific institution.




=iVl Basic Rules

A Read the application instructions!
I What does the school ask you to write about?

A Do not repeat things that are already in other p
of the application portfolio.

AUndergraduate | Gradua
| Target audience

I Investment
I Research




Before You Write

A Start early and do not be afraid to start over.

A Decide what key points you really want to get a
I What relevant unigue personal experiences do you |
I Why Is THIS graduate school for you?
I How Is graduate school important to your overall go:




Dol

A Grab AttentiérBegin your statement with an interestir
lead.

A Write FormailyDo not use contractions or slang.
A Be SuccinetAs simple as possible, but not simpler.
ARevisesiDonodot be afraid to h




A Historical Reviei| was born i nébo
fromeo

A Class ClowinHumor is okay, but keep it professional.

A Outlandish VocabuiaBo not try to impress your reade
with your word use.

A SpillCzechDo not rely solely
checking.

A i B u ti Dd nét@ive excuses for low GPA or test scc
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Sl Yl SoP Content
YOUFRSoP should

A Explain your understanding of what graduate school
why you are interested in it.
I Engineering graduate school is not just course work! You
discuss research.
I Why are you interested in graduate school?

I Undergraduate research projectsiaieeipful!




-' SoP Content
YOURSoP should

A Describe your career plan and how graduate school
to that career plan.

I Are you Interested I n a Ma
I Are you planning on working in academia or industry?
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= "0 SoP Content

YOURS0oP should
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ADescribe why you are int
particular program.
I ldentify a specific research area and why you are intereste

I If possible, identify specific research programs or faculty tt
are interested In.

I Do not write one SoP for every graduate school. Researc
Institution.




=dVi  SoP Content
YOURSoP should

A Differentiate you from other applicants

I Are there significant gaps in your academic background th
MUST explain?

I What particular characteristics do you have that increase \
probability of success? Provide evidence, do not make em
claims. E.g., Time management skills and the fact that yc
worked while an undergraduate.

I Demonstrate your communication skills.
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A Have a ThenieOnce you choose the theme of your
statement, ever sentence should somehow add to, o
validate your point.

A Give ExamplédVhat gave you insight to this topic or
gave you the passion for graduate school?

A Discuss ReseaiickiVhat drives your intellectually?

A Be Succinct and Connettédur final paragraph shoulo
directly reflect your theme or topic.

AReviseiDonodt be afraid to h




A AutobiograpliyDo not give a book report of your resur

A Write a NoveBe succinct! If no specific constraints a
given, limit yourself to two pages or-sioatxde, 12
point of text with standard margins.

A ExaggerateEither your specific skills or experiences «
your goals, e. g., Nl wart

A Be Generic




=21 Conclusion

The Statement of Purpose Is the only opportunit
the application portfolio for you to

1. Discuss your unigue interests and qualificati
2. Emphasize graduate school




G:M Exercise 1

A Take 5 minutes to read and critique the exam
Statement of Purpose.







