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Session Objectives

The purpose of this session is to enable the 

participants to

1. Understand the role of the Statement of Purpose (SoP) in the 

graduate school application portfolio.

2. Learn basic rules for writing an effective Statement of Purpose.

3. Learn what the appropriate content is for an effective Statement of 

Purpose.



The Application Portfolio

ÅA typical application portfolio for graduate school 

includes

ïOfficial Transcripts 

ïLetters of Reference 

ïGraduate Record Exam (GRE) Scores

ïStatement of Purpose



Statement of Purpose

ÅWhat is a Statement of Purpose and what 

opportunitiesdoes this present when applying to 

graduate school?

ïYOU are unique!

ïIt is a story all YOUR own.

ïWhy YOU are interested in research and 
graduate education.

ïYOUR interest in a specific institution.



Basic Rules

ÅRead the application instructions!

ïWhat does the school ask you to write about?

ÅDo not repeat things that are already in other parts 

of the application portfolio. 

ÅUndergraduate ÍGraduate

ïTarget audience

ïInvestment

ïResearch



Before You Write

ÅStart early and do not be afraid to start over.

ÅDecide what key points you really want to get across.

ïWhat relevant unique personal experiences do you have?

ïWhy is THIS graduate school for you?

ïHow is graduate school important to your overall goals?



Do!

ÅGrab AttentionïBegin your statement with an interesting 
lead.

ÅWrite FormallyïDo not use contractions or slang.

ÅBe Succinct- As simple as possible, but not simpler.

ÅRevise!ïDonôt be afraid to have others give feedback.



Do Not!

ÅHistorical ReviewïñI was born inéò, or ñMy parents came 
froméò

ÅClass ClownïHumor is okay, but keep it professional.

ÅOutlandish VocabularyïDo not try to impress your reader 
with your word use.

ÅSpill CzechïDo not rely solely on your computerôs spell 
checking.

ÅñBut IéòïDo not give excuses for low GPA or test scores.



SoP Content

YOURSoP should

ÅExplain your understanding of what graduate school is and 
why you are interested in it.
ïEngineering graduate school is not just course work!  You must 

discuss research. 

ïWhy are you interested in graduate school?

ïUndergraduate research projects are veryhelpful!



SoP Content

YOURSoP should

ÅDescribe your career plan and how graduate school relates 
to that career plan.
ïAre you interested in a Masterôs or a Doctoral degree?

ïAre you planning on working in academia or industry?



SoP Content

YOURSoP should

ÅDescribe why you are interested in this institutionôs 
particular program.
ïIdentify a specific research area and why you are interested in it. 

ïIf possible, identify specific research programs or faculty that you 
are interested in.

ïDo not write one SoP for every graduate school.   Research the 
institution.



SoP Content

YOURSoP should

ÅDifferentiate you from other applicants
ïAre there significant gaps in your academic background that you 

MUST explain? 

ïWhat particular characteristics do you have that increase your 
probability of success? Provide evidence, do not make empty 
claims.   E.g., Time management skills and the fact that you 
worked while an undergraduate.

ïDemonstrate your communication skills.



Do!

ÅHave a ThemeïOnce you choose the theme of your 
statement, ever sentence should somehow add to, or 
validate your point.

ÅGive ExamplesïWhat gave you insight to this topic or 
gave you the passion for graduate school?

ÅDiscuss ResearchïWhat drives your intellectually?

ÅBe Succinct and ConnectedïYour final paragraph should 
directly reflect your theme or topic.

ÅRevise!ïDonôt be afraid to have others give feedback.



Do Not

ÅAutobiographyïDo not give a book report of your resume.

ÅWrite a NovelïBe succinct!  If no specific constraints are 
given, limit yourself to two pages or double-spaced, 12 
point of text with standard margins.

ÅExaggerate- Either your specific skills or experiences or 
your goals, e.g., ñI want to cure cancerò.

ÅBe Generic



Conclusion

The Statement of Purpose is the only opportunity in 

the application portfolio for you to

1. Discuss your unique interests and qualifications.

2. Emphasize graduate school



Exercise 1

ÅTake 5 minutes to read and critique the example 

Statement of Purpose.




